codebook
STATES22 
This is a data file that is interesting and easy to play with because the number of cases is small (the fifty states of the United States, plus Washington DC) and a lot of data is readily available.
Data analysis will usually involve regressions and compare-means, and perhaps also a couple of crosstabs.
Examples of bivariate questions to explore:
· How is the COVID per capita death rate related to the COVID vaccination rate? Do states with high vaccination rates tend to have lower death rates? Is this a causal relationship? Which states fall substantially above or below the regression line, and how would you explain that?
· Is the median household income a good predictor of the 2020 Trump vote? What about the percent with college degrees or the percent with advanced degrees? If so, are these causal relationships?
· What can you say about the relationship between the COVID deaths per capita by the autumn of 2022 and the Trump vote in 2020?
· Does participation in the Confederacy (as a binary) serve as a predictor variable for any of the other variables? If so, how would you explain that?
You are encouraged to think of variables of interest to you and to add these variables and values to the data file.
You are also encouraged to experiment with variable recodes. For example, some variables can be recoded from multi-category categorical variables to binaries. This type of experiment stimulates thought about operational definitions and levels of measurement and how they might influence the outcomes of data analysis. For example, a number of states still have the death penalty but have not executed anyone since 2010. If we treat “death penalty” as a binary, into which group should they be placed?  
Variables that could be added to the file include several that present problems in defining and coding. A number of states have recently restricted abortion, but not banned it. Should we include them in one or the other category for an “abortion ban” binary or create a multi-category variable? Minimum wage is a difficult variable to handle because a number of states do not have one, so we cannot enter numerical values. These examples show difficulties in turning available data into the values of a variable and the problems that arise with binaries. 
CURRENT VARIABLES[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  In the order in which they are listed in the SPSS variable view, and from left to right in the data file] 

NAME. This is a string variable; generally, it uses the zip code abbreviations, but in some cases that could lead to confusion, so the name was entered differently; look carefully because they are not in exactly alphabetical order.
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2022) in thousands of dollars (US Census data).
TRUMP VOTE (2020 election). Percent of the 2020 Presidential vote that went to Donald Trump (CNN).
VAXX-COVID. COVID vaccination rates – fully vaccinated (i.e., two doses) as of September 15, 2022 (data reported in the New York Times). 
URBANIZATION INDEX for each state. See below:
“Essentially, we calculated the average number of people living within a five-mile radius of every census tract and took the natural logarithm to create an ‘urbanization index,’ or a calculation of how urban or rural a given area is. And this number can be calculated (via a weighted average based on each census tract’s population) for states, congressional districts, counties — or anything that is made up of census tracts. Here is a calculation for how urban or rural each of the 50 states is.”
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-urban-or-rural-is-your-state-and-what-does-that-mean-for-the-2020-election/ 
POVERTY. Percent of state population considered to be below the Federal poverty line. 
DEATH PENALTY. Status of the death penalty. (This variable was first coded as a four-category variable: no death penalty, moratorium, death penalty active but no one executed after 2010, and death penalty active with post-2010 executions; the file also includes DEATH2, recoded as a binary in which 1 means active death penalty with at least one execution after 2010 and 0 means all other.)
CONFEDERATE. Whether the state was part of the Confederacy or not. (This was coded as a binary, but it might not be so simple: Delaware and Maryland were slave-owning states but remained in the Union and therefore were coded as “no”; Kentucky and Missouri joined the Confederacy but were essentially under control of Union forces – they were both coded as “yes”.)
COLLEGE. Percent of state population with a college degree.
ADVANCED DEGREE. Percent of state population with an advanced degree.
MEDICARE EXTENSION BINARY. The Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) Medicaid expansion expanded Medicaid coverage to nearly all adults with incomes up to 138% of the Federal Poverty Level ($17,774 for an individual in 2021) and provided states with an enhanced federal matching rate (FMAP) for their expansion populations. To date, 39 states (including DC) have adopted the Medicaid expansion and 12 states have not adopted the expansion. Current status for each state is based on KFF tracking and analysis of state expansion activity.
HISPANIC. Percent of state population identifying as Hispanic, all races. 
WHITE NON-HISPANIC. Percent of state population identifying as non-Hispanic white. In the US Census, respondents first answer a binary whether or not they identify as Hispanic/Latino-Latina. They are then asked a question concerning “race.” Therefore, Hispanic-identified respondents can select any race. In fact, a majority select “white” as their racial classification. The variable WHITE NON-HISPANIC identifies individuals who answered NO to Hispanic and white to RACE.  The variable HISPANIC pertains to individuals who answered yes to the Hispanic question.
BLACK. Percent of state population identifying as Black (or African American).
EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT: Percent of state population identifying as Evangelical Protestant (according to the Pew Research Center).
DEATH2. Death penalty binary, with 0 = no executions after 2010; 1 = someone executed after 2010.
COVID DEATHS PER CAPITA (Covid death rate). Reported on Statista for September 12, 2022. This number includes deaths from the start of the pandemic, not current deaths.
Additional Variables to Consider[footnoteRef:2] [2:  These are variables that might be of interest but are not currently included in the data set.] 

MINIMUM WAGE. The problem with this variable is that some states do not have a minimum wage; it would not make sense to enter a 0 for these states. 
ABORTION. Legislation after the Dobbs v. Jackson Supreme Court decision (NYT, August 26, 2022). This variable could be defined in several different ways.
METRO AREA PRIMACY. The variable described at the link below, where the data can be found, is a little bit different from the urbanization index that is in the file.  
https://landgeist.com/2021/01/16/percentage-of-states-population-living-in-its-largest-metro-area/ 
OTHER RACIAL AND ETHNIC DATA. For example, % of state population identifying as more than one race; % of state population identifying as Indigenous-Native American-Indian; % of population identifying as Asian-American or Pacific Islander; % of population identifying as other; % of population not answering the question about race. All of these percentages are either low or very strongly positively skewed. 
